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ARE YOUCOMPLIANT?

Plastic Straws
Catering establishments such as 
restaurants, pubs, bars and cafés 
should not now display plastic 
straws, automatically hand them 
out, or offer them.  However, these 
establishments are able to provide 
them on request. It does not apply 
to the supply of a single use plastic 
straw that is packaged, such as 
those on cartons. 

In a bid to strike the right balance 
between reducing environmental 
impact while protecting the rights of 
people with medical conditions and 
disabilities, registered pharmacies 
will be allowed to sell plastic straws 
over the counter or online.

Plastic drink stirrers
There is now a complete ban. 

Plastic-stemmed cotton 
buds
The exceptions are for relevant 
devices and medical purposes, 
forensic and scientific purposes. 

Those in breach will be fined as 
determined by the regulator. 

These three items are just a fraction 
of the single-use nasties that are 
used for a tiny amount of time 
before polluting the environment 
for centuries to come. How are you 
reducing your plastic waste?

England’s Single 
Use Plastic Ban 
now in place 
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Reforming the UK packaging 
producer responsibility 
system. Streamlining 
the system

Possible implications 
for businesses
More packaging will need to be 
recycled and higher recycling 
targets achieved. Obligated 
businesses will pay the full net 
cost of managing packaging waste. 
Our preference is to move to a 
single point of compliance which 
means obligated businesses that 
use packaging and sell packaged 
products will pay into the system, 
if not directly as an obligated 
business, then through the price 
they’re charged by others in the 
supply chain.  

Implications 
for consumers
There will be clarity on what 
packaging items can be recycled and 
those that can’t be recycled. For items 
that can be recycled consumers will 
be able to recycle them wherever 
they live. Combined with more 
consistent collection services, this 
will reduce confusion and contribute 
to more packaging being recycled, 
less contamination and hence better 
quality materials. 

Consumers will be asked to take more 
responsibility and may be asked to 
recycle things differently, so good 
quality and reliable collections and 
effective communications to keep 
them informed and motivated will be 
important

Major changes 
will not take place 

until 2021. 
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