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Coronavirus and 
RIDDOR Reporting
There have been a number of questions coming in to the HSE and to Right Directions on 
whether or not to report coronavirus (COVID-19) under RIDDOR. The HSE have updated their 
guidance and in certain circumstances potential or actual exposure to coronavirus is now 
reportable. These all relate to occupational exposure and fall into three areas:

1) When an unintended incident at work has led to someone’s possible or actual    
 exposure to coronavirus. This must be reported as a dangerous occurrence.

2) When a worker has been diagnosed as having COVID 19 and there is reasonable   
 evidence that it was caused by exposure at work. This must be reported as a case of   
 disease.

3) When a worker dies as a result of occupational exposure to coronavirus.

In category 1 the HSE give an example of a dangerous occurrence being a lab worker 
accidentally smashing a glass vial containing coronavirus, leading to people being exposed. 

In category 2 the HSE give an example of work-related exposure to coronavirus being 
a health care professional who is diagnosed with COVID-19 after treating patients with 
COVID-19. 

In category 3, if someone dies as a result of a work-related exposure to coronavirus and this 
is confirmed as the likely cause of death by a registered medical practitioner, then you must 
report this as soon as is practical and within 10 days of the death.

Given the current status of leisure facilities and non-essential services being closed, clients 
should take some comfort that the likelihood of any need to report is likely to be minimal. As 
ever, if you are unsure and you have a scenario or question on RIDDOR and coronavirus, do 
get in touch via the usual channels and we will provide help, support and answers.


