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The Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) has issued a safety alert 
warning against the use of KN95 
face masks as personal protective 
equipment (PPE) at work. To review 
the HSE safety alert, click here.  

KN95 is a performance rating under a 
Chinese standard, the requirements of 
which are broadly the same as FFP2 masks 
which are certified to an EU standard.  
However, there is no independent 
certification or assurance of the quality for 
the KN95 masks.  A large number of face 
masks, claiming to be of a KN95 standard, 
provide an inadequate level of protection 
and are likely to be poor quality products 
accompanied by fake or fraudulent 
paperwork.

Face masks used in the workplace as PPE 
must be CE marked and suppliers must be 
able to evidence and confirm this.

Using Face Masks During 
Covid-19
Your risk assessments should identify 
the need to use face masks for certain 
situations and tasks, many of which would 
have been required before the pandemic.  
However, the additional need to use 
face masks as PPE to protect staff and 
customers during the pandemic should 
also be considered, for example, the Royal 
Life Saving Society (RLSS UK) recommend 
the use of FFP2 face masks for lifeguards 
undertaking first aid.

KN95 Face Masks
Face coverings
Currently, the UK government say you 
should wear a face ‘covering’ if you can 
in enclosed public spaces where social 
distancing isn’t possible and where you 
will come into contact with people you 
do not normally meet, for example, on 
public transport and in some shops.  Face 
coverings will be mandatory on public 
transport from 15th June.

Our Recommended Action for You

• You must not use KN95 face masks as  
 PPE at work and check suppliers are not  
 supplying them as an alternative to FFP2  
 masks.
• Ensure face masks to be used as PPE are  
 CE marked

•	 Ensure	your	risk	assessment	reflects	the  
 type of face mask to be used for the  
 task. 

If you need any help with the management 
of Covid-19 (Coronavirus) in your workplace 
please do not hesitate to contact us at: 
info@rightdirections.co.uk 
or call 01582 840098. 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/use-of-face-masks-designated-kn95.htm?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=kn95-safety-alert&utm_content=intro
mailto:info%40rightdirections.co.uk?subject=

